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and Greek can get a First (an increasing
percentage) in other subjects, they should
be able to do well in the fearsomely difficult
(allegedly) Classical languages. (Yes, I do
realise that Classics is not just for highflyers.) On the whole we have better
teachers now and better and more varied
materials. Are we making the most and best
use of them? I don’t think so.
To conclude, much of the book is of
antiquarian interest only. Opportunities
have been missed for exploring certain
contemporary approaches to learning and
teaching the languages. Other types of
learners than non-native speakers could
have been considered. The social, or
rather anti-social, dimension of learning
Latin and Greek, remarkably constant
from antiquity to the present, should have
been addressed more directly. There are
still too many Calibans, educated up to a
point, excluded outsiders beyond that
point. A book for historians of education
rather than practising teachers. A lot of
the information contained in the chapters
more relevant for the latter is available
elsewhere.
Jerome Moran

Tyldesley (J.) and Heath (J.)
Stories from Ancient Greece and Rome
Oxbow Books 2017 £8.95 ISBN:
978-1785707-650

Joyce Tyldesley has created an engaging
storybook that is an accessible and
intriguing introduction to the Classical
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world for young readers. The book is
aimed at primary school children aged
7-11 and, depending on reading ability, is
something that can be enjoyed
independently, with an adult or with their
peers at school.
The book starts with a brief
introduction to both the Greek alphabet
and Roman numerals and gives the
opportunity to write the child’s name
and age into the book. It is then divided
into ten well-chosen myths, with one
being set in ancient Rome and the rest
taken from ancient Greece. Tyldesley
explains that she has chosen the ‘most
exciting tales’ (page 7) to tell and covers
episodes in the lives of Persephone,
Pandora, Theseus, Icarus, Atalanta,
Midas, Perseus, Arachne, Oedipus and
Romulus. Most of the stories are
stand-alone episodes and so can be read
in any order.
There is a set structure for each
chapter, which includes the story itself,
further explanation of either the
background or meaning of the story, a
few comprehension questions and an
illustration that can be coloured in. The
book ends with a glossary of people and
places mentioned, as well as answers to
the comprehension questions, making it a
useful study tool either at home and in the
classroom. Julian Heath’s excellent
illustrations bring the stories to life and
are a wonderful addition to the book.
However, I do wonder whether some
younger children may find the illustrations
difficult to colour in as a number of them
are fairly intricate.
Each story is written in accessible
and engaging language and none are so
long that shorter attention spans might
wander. There are, however, several
typos in the text. The addition of the
comprehension questions gives the
opportunity for further discussion but
they are at times too simplistic and do
not always stimulate higher-order
thinking that would help develop
deeper understanding. The questions
are still a useful starting point and allow
for either an adult or the child
themselves to ask their own questions
that are appropriate for the age and
ability of the reader.
This is an attractive and appealing
collection of ancient myths which has
been carefully thought out for younger

minds. It will be a useful book for anyone
wanting to introduce primary school
children to the ancient world either at
home or in school.
Jessica Dixon, The London Oratory
School

Patty (A.)
Living with a Dead Language: My
Romance with Latin New York: Viking,
2016. US$25. ISBN: 978-1-101-98022-4.

Why study Latin, and when? The
adolescent brain certainly has the energy
and flexibility to acquire languages; but
the brain of an adolescent often has other
things to think about. Learning a new (or
old) language comes less easily to the
more elderly, but is very good mental
exercise. And an older person brings to
the study of language everything she has
learned from life. For Ann Patty, the study
of Latin has been a matter of life and
death. Her long and successful career in
publishing came to a sudden end in the
midst of the financial crisis of 2008, and
she found herself, at the age at which her
mother had begun an 8-year terminal
decline, determined not to follow that
path. Living with Latin would be the way
she would avoid dying.
This memoir is in the first instance a
family romance. Ann Patty grew up in the
1950s and 60s in Oakland, CA, with a
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traditionally patriarchal father and a
mother conventionally subjected to
patriarchal expectations of marriage and
family life. Her mother had studied Latin
in high school, and won an award for it;
but then had not gone on to college. And
she had an older brother, who got her
interested in French, and in language and
literature more generally. Patty followed
her brother to Berkeley, and in the course
of her studies underwent a feminist
awakening. An acquaintance with a couple
of women who worked in publishing in
New York made her decide to do that
herself.
We don’t hear a lot about Patty’s
publishing career, but in her account of
her study of Latin following her forced
retirement her editorial experience is
everywhere in evidence. The love of
language that drew her to that line of
work has survived intact, and been
enhanced. She writes as one with long
experience in working with good
writing, and working to make it even a
bit better. Her sentences are clear, both
when she is narrating and analysing. Her
paragraphs are composed, and the
transitions are deliberate. The
illustrations are apt and vivid, and the
voice is pitched just right. Patty learned
her Latin by auditing several courses
over several semesters at Vassar, which
is not far from the cabin in the country
to which she’d moved from Manhattan.
As she learns Latin she also observes
the other students, all Vassar
undergraduates. Either angle is likely to
be of interest to the teacher of Classics.
This one must say - her explanations of
Latin grammar and syntax are not
always strictly correct, though I don’t
want to be pedantic about it: it is very
much to her credit that Patty undertook
and stuck with her study of Latin. She
has read a large quantity and wide
variety of Latin authors, and has
rendered some creditable translations
of the passages she discusses.
Throughout the memoir, Patty
connects her Latin with her living. She
may or may not inspire others to learn
Latin as she has, but clearly the experience
has done for her all that she could have
hoped, and more.
Barry Knowlton

Rowley (S.)
Latin Rocks On Kindle Edition £2.00

Finally! A way of educating the youth of
today in the music of yesteryear, all
through the medium of Latin!
We’ve all been there, haven’t we? The
bewildered expressions of a class of Year
11s as you make a seemingly obvious
cultural connection to a pop song, only to
realise your students were not even born
at the time of its release and have never
heard of the artist in question. The looks
of pity follow. Rather than accept that the
glory days of music are indeed over, why
not educate students in popular culture
and Latin at the same time? Latin Rocks
On is the answer to this quandary and
provides a bit of light relief for students,
teachers and enthusiasts of Latin alike.
In essence, Rowley’s Latin Rocks On
is a refreshing attempt to modernise
Classical translation through Latin
versions of song lyrics from the 1960s to
the present day. The concept for the
project originated from the Twitter handle
@LatinRocksON and it now takes the
form of a reasonably priced e-book. The
songs featured in this e-book cover a
variety of musical genres; the artists
featured range from Sinatra to Shakira,
and from The Jackson 5 to Jay-Z. 11
different musical categories are identified,

including Rock-n-Roll, Motown and Teen
Idols. The selection of these groupings
seems slightly arbitrary and would
perhaps be clearer if arranged in
chronological order according to release
dates, as there is significant overlap
between categories. In keeping with its
Twitter-based origins, only a couple of
lines of lyrics are translated for each song
and sometimes this is at the expense of
‘grammatical prowess’, by the author’s
own admission. This book therefore is
arguably not for the die-hard Latin
grammarians or traditionalists out there.
What is abundantly clear, however, is that
this is potentially an excellent resource for
lesson hooks and starters for secondary
school Classics teachers. This text could
also serve as an aide-memoire for selected
items of vocabulary and as a means of
encouraging spoken Latin in the
classroom. It was evident that much
thought has gone into an appropriate
translation for each lyric, even at times
adapting the lyrics to fit the intended
rhythm. This does not always come
off – some of the lyrics are a bit of a
mouthful (tu deprehendis meam pecuniam,
Kanye?) – but the attempts are amusing
nonetheless. The presentation of the
e-book as presumably a work of selfpublication is somewhat basic and
resembles a hyperlinked PDF document.
The attractive cover page with various
attempts at what appears to be ‘Pimp My
Statue’ reflects the innate humour of the
project. Perhaps future revisions of the
book could adopt a more professional
and attractive layout; selected lyrics
accompanied by a statue adapted to look
like the artist in question – and perhaps
even a full verse could be provided for the
most popular songs.
The author implies in the Foreword
to the e-book that she would like to make
Latin more accessible and relevant
through this project. This is an admirable
intention and crucial to the survival of
Classical subjects in schools. The e-book
is however, as it stands, not terribly
accessible for the beginner. If a glossary
of key words had been provided, either in
the margins as a text box or a selection for
each category at the back of the
publication, this would have made it more
accessible to those with a smattering of
Latin and those returning to the language.
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